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Présentation

I am a CNRS researcher in linguistics and a member of the Cognition, Languages, Language, and Ergonomics Laboratory (CLLE) in Toulouse. I earned a Ph.D. in philosophy in 2006 from the University of Milan, with a dissertation on the semantics of the Italian temporal connectives prima (‘before’) and dopo (‘after’). I have also completed training and research stays at Stanford University and at the Institut Jean Nicod in Paris. My specialization in philosophy is the analytic philosophy of language, a formal approach that uses logical analysis to study language, with the aim to shed light on the semantic content of utterances, their functions in communication and their pragmatic implications, as well as how the content of an utterance may depend on the context in which it is made and how its truth value may depend on the context in which it is evaluated. My training also covers temporal logic and modal logic, theories that focus on formalizing reasoning based on the concepts of past, present, and future, and what is possible and what is necessary. I have been working for over two decades on the semantic and pragmatic analysis of natural language, with research on Italian, Sicilian, Portuguese, French, and English. My research topics include tense, aspect, and modality. Some of my work addresses issues of grammaticalization and semantic change—that is, how certain expressions that originally had concrete lexical content come to acquire a more abstract, grammatical meaning.
Situated at the intersection of linguistics, philosophy, and logic, my research has developed around several key areas:
(a) Temporal connectives and discourse connectives: the temporal order of events based on relations of anteriority and succession, and the transition from this order to the notions of (un)persistence of a proposition’s truth in discourse.(b) The temporal localization of events, the representation of their internal structure, and the interaction between the temporal and modal dimensions.(c) Temporality and gradability, scalar structure.(d) The representation of personal pronouns as variables, the role of context in determining the value of free pronouns, the modal structure of assignment functions and the mechanisms of pronoun binding and quantification.(e) Complex verbal predicates and descriptions of complex events; the semantics of complex predicates constructed with aspectual verbs and verbs of motion.(f) The history and origins of the concept of conversational implicature.(g) The comparison between the behavior of human speakers and that of artificial intelligence systems.
My works in the areas above reflect interdisciplinary interests:
(tr1) The categories of time and modality serve as bridging concepts that have facilitated the exchange of ideas between the formal study of linguistic structures, the philosophical analysis of notions such as succession and simultaneity, past, present, and future, and possibility and necessity, and the logical modeling of reasoning based on these notions.(tr2) The category of quantification involves grammar (what is the status of quantificational expressions vis-à-vis the referential expressions), philosophy (what is the logical form of propositions containing quantifiers), and logic (how to model quantification in natural languages in a way that correctly represents the inferential relations between quantified sentences in those languages).(tr3) The category of indexicality, which manifests itself in the dependence of the interpretation of linguistic structures on the context of utterance, requires that we take into account both the formal features of language and the speakers’ situation in the world, with all the complexity that this latter aspect entails.(tr4) The phenomenon of implicatures has a long history, spanning the study of the rhetorical and non-truth-conditional functions of language, philosophers’ analytical distinctions between different levels of meaning (including the key distinction between conventional or literal meaning and non-literal or figurative meaning), and logicians’ attempts to model the inferential relationships characteristic of implicatures in relation to deductive logical relationships.(tr5) Comparing humans and AI is a more recent aspect of my work; the goal is not only to evaluate the performance of AI systems, but also to test their cognitive plausibility: to what extent do these systems process language in a manner comparable to that of humans? This type of question builds on my earlier work in semantics and pragmatics, where I have relied on speakers’ intuitions or corpus data to test hypotheses about the construction of meaning.
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