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Présentation

The research project focuses on the study of Japanese and Chinese
religious wooden sculpture. It aims in particular to improve the knowledge of their regional geographical origin and their period of manufacture, important but often lost data. It concerns Buddhist, Shinto and Taoist sculpture. Included in the latter category are statues of ancestors for domestic cultic use, as well as Taoist masters and local and national deities. The project initially focuses on pieces held in Western collections, in anticipation of one day having access to Chinese national collections. Since the Buddhist sculptures preserved in Japan have been the subject of in-depth studies by Japanese researchers, Shinto statuary, which is still little explored, is given priority. A multidisciplinary approach is developed along four axes. The first is based on an innovative methodology applied to a large scale in Japan; it is based on techniques developed in wood anatomy. The second is based on a classical, stylistic and iconographic analysis of Buddhist sculpture. The wealth of information collected from woodworkers during the doctoral research leads in the third place to extend this fieldwork to sculptors of religious statuary, as close as possible to the material and the technique. The fourth axis envisages a cooperation with sinologists to exploit ancient texts that refer to the symbolism of wood species in religious sculpture; this approach has so far not been the subject of any systematic research. The data collected will be organized within a multilingual database to facilitate their exploitation. It will be put online to allow a broad and international access to researchers, historians, archaeologists, conservators and curators.
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